






tower fire rain seat animal cloud city night client aeon cow old man flesh bone force pig Jove snow March
F. turri- M.īgni- M.imbri- N. sedīli- N. animāli- N. calcāri- F. nūb(i)- F. urb(i)- F. noct(i)- M.client(i)- F. aetāt(i)- C. M. F. N. F. C. M. F. N.

NOM turr-is īgn-is imber sedīl-e animăl calcăr nūbē-s urb-s nox cliēn-s aetā-s bōs senex carō os vīs sūs Iuppiter⁴ nix iter
GEN turr-is īgn-is imbr-is sedīl-is animāl-is calcār-is nūb-is urb-is noct-is client-is aetāt-is bŏv-is sen-is carn-is oss-is vīs su-is Iov-is niv-is itiner-is
DAT turr-ī īgn-ī imbr-ī sedīl-ī animāl-ī calcār-ī nūb-ī urb-ī noct-ī client-ī aetāt-ī bov-ī sen-ī carn-ī oss-ī vī su-ī Iov-ī niv-ī itiner-ī
ACC turr-im/-em īgn-em imbr-em sedīl-e animăl calcăr nūb-em urb-em noct-em client-em aetāt-em bov-em sen-em carn-em os vim su-em Iov-em niv-em iter
ABL turr-ī/-e īgn-ī/-e imbr-ī/-e sedīl-ī animāl-ī calcār-ī nūb-e urb-e noct-e client-e aetāt-e bov-e sen-e carn-e oss-e vī su-e Iov-e niv-e itiner-e
NOM turr-ēs īgn-ēs imbr-ēs sedīl-ia animāl-ia calcār-ia nūb-ēs urb-ēs noct-ēs client-ēs aetāt-ēs bov-ēs sen-ēs carn-ēs oss-a vīr-ēs su-ēs niv-ēs itiner-a
GEN turr-ium īgn-ium imbr-ium sedīl-ium animāl-ium calcār-ium nūb-ium urb-ium noct-ium client-ium aetāt-um bo-um sen-um carn-ium oss-ium vīr-ium su-um niv-ium itiner-um
DAT turr-ibus īgn-ibus imbr-ibus sedīl-ibus animāl-ibus calcār-ibus nūb-ibus urb-ibus noct-ibus client-ibus aetāt-ibus bōbus sen-ibus carn-ibus oss-ibus vīr-ibus sū-ĭbus niv-ibus itiner-ibus
ACC turr-īs/-ēs īgn-īs/-ēs imbr-īs/-ēs sedīl-ia animāl-ia calcār-ia nūb-īs/-ēs urb-īs/-ēs noct-īs/-ēs client-īs/-ēs aetāt-īs/-ēs bov-ēs sen-ēs carn-ēs oss-a vīr-īs/-ēs su-ēs niv-ēs itiner-a
ABL turr-ibus īgn-ibus imbr-ibus sedīl-ibus animāl-ibus calcār-ibus nūb-ibus urb-ibus noct-ibus client-ibus aetāt-ibus bōbus sen-ibus carn-ibus oss-ibus vīr-ibus sū-ĭbus niv-ibus itiner-ibus
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DECLINATIO NOMINALISIII

III. Stems in –i 
1. M,F NOM adds –s to the stem, except: 

IV. Defective stems in –i 
These nouns behave like Group II in singular (lose the 

A. Highly irregular stems 
• Stems in ū-, grū- and sū- also add s in S.NOM. and follow (II): grūs 

tabula grandis: 4 ex 5

1. M,F NOM adds –s to the stem, except: 
• imber, linter, ūter, venter  

2. N. NOM. uses simply the stem, but: 
• āli–, āri– stems lose i and shorten a 

instead: animăl, not *animāli 

These nouns behave like Group II in singular (lose the 
stem –i), but like Group III in plural (retain the –i).  
They are (if inflection not provided, assume NOM.S): 

• ending in –ēs but GEN.S. –is 
• ending in –tās but GEN.S. –tātis 
• ending in –ns or –rs,  e.g. cliēns  
• monosyllables ending in a consonant followed 

by –s or –x,  e.g. urbs, arx, ars, pōns   
• patrials, e.g. Quirīs–Quiritēs  
• Penātēs, optimātēs; dōs, fraus, glīs, līs, 

mās,mūs, nix, nox, strix, vīs. 

• Stems in ū-, grū- and sū- also add s in S.NOM. and follow (II): grūs 
also makes gruis; sūs has both suibus and sūĭbus in P.DAT. and 
P.ABL. (grūs has only “regular” gruibus). 

• bōs wants to be *bovs: the arch. diphtong(!) ov ↦ ō 
• nau- becomes nav- and gets an –i–:  navis, navis. 
• in Iov– (Zeus), the diphtong ov ↦ ū in Iūppiter (Iov–pater) . 
• NOM. is formed from the shorter stem in iter, iecur, supellēx and 

from the longer stem in senex, hence 2 stems in inflection. 
• in nix, the orig. g is retained in NOM. only (nigs ↦ nix) 
• vās retains the s in all inflections (P. văsa, vāsōrum). 

FOOTNOTES: 
1.  also occurs: būbus 
2. rare. 
3. also occurs “regular” suibus. 
4. also occurs: Iüpiter and, rarely, Iupiter. 



hero torch base tiger Naiad mf mf mf n n
M. hērō- F. lampad- F. basi- C. tigri{|d}- F. nāid- I II,IV III I,II,IV III

NOM hērō-s lampas bas-is tigr-is nāis Dīd-ō Simo-īs Capy-s Orphe-us Pericl-ēs Par-is NOM ◊ -s -is ◊ -e/◊
VOC Dīd-ō Simo-īs Capy Orphe-u Pericl-ēs/-ē Par-i VOC
GEN hērō-is lampad-os bas-eōs tigr-{is|id-os} nāid-os Dīd-ōnis/-ūs Simo-entis Capy-os Orphe-ī/-eōs Pericl-is/-ī Par-idis GEN -is ↲ ↲ ↲ ↲
DAT hērō-ī lampad-ī bas-ī tigr-ī nāid-ī Dīd-ōnī/-ō Simo-entī Capy-ī Orphe-ī/-eō Pericl-ī/-i Par-idī DAT -ī ↲ ↲ ↲ ↲
ACC hērō-a lampad-a bas-in tigr-{in|id-a} nāid-a Dīd-ōnem/-ō Simo-enta Capyn Orphe-a/-um Pericl-em/-ea/-ēn Par-idem/-im/-in ACC -em ↲ -im/-em ◊ -e/◊
ABL hērō-e lampad-e bas-ī tigr-{ī|id-e} nāid-e Dīd-ōne/-ō Simo-ente Capyë Orphe-ō Pericl-e Par-ide/-ī ABL -e ↲ -ī/-e -e -ī
LOC LOC -ī/-ē ↲ ↲ ↲ ↲
NOM hērō-ĕs lampad-ĕs bas-ēs tigr-ēs nāid-ĕs NOM -ēs ↲ ↲ -a -ia
GEN hērō-um lampad-um bas-ium/-eōn tigr-ium nāid-um GEN -um ↲ -ium -um -ium
DAT hērō-ibus lampad-ibus bas-ibus tigr-ibus nāid-ibus DAT -ibus ↲ ↲ ↲ ↲
ACC hērō-ăs lampad-ăs bas-īs/-eis tigr-{īs|id-ăs} nāid-ăs ACC -ēs ↲ -īs/-ēs -a -ia
ABL hērō-ibus lampad-ibus bas-ibus tigr-ibus nāid-ibus ABL -ibus ↲ ↲ ↲ ↲
LOC LOC -ibus ↲ ↲ ↲ ↲
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DECLINATIO NOMINALISIII
PROPER NAMES

B. Greek nouns (mostly personal names) 
1.  Best telltale signs: 

• S.GEN. in –os: tigridos. 
• S.ACC. in –a: aethera. 

Gender Rules 
Many are M. or F. by nature or in accordance with the general rules for gender.  
Many n. in -ō (gen. -ōnis) are M. by signification, e.g. gerō, carrier, restiō, ropemaker. 
Family names (originally nicknames) are M., e.g. Cicerō, Nāsō. 

tabula grandis: 5 ex 5

• S.ACC. in –a: aethera. 
• S.VOC. like the stem: Periclē, Orpheu, Atlā. 
• P.NOM. in –ĕs: hērōĕs. 
• P.ACC. in –ăs: hērōăs.  

2. Exceptions: 
• M. Delphīnus, –ī has also delphīn, –īnis; F. Salamīs, –is has ACC. Salamīna. 
• Most stems in ĭd– (NOM. –is) often have also the i–stem forms: tigris, GEN. –

ĭdis (–ĭdos) or –is; ACC. –ĭdem (–ĭda) or –im (–in); ABL. –ĭde or –ī. But 
many, incl. most F. proper names, have ACC. –idem (–ida); ABL. –ide. These 
stems are irregular also in Greek.) 

• Stems in on– sometimes retain –n in NOM: Agamem·nōn/–nō , GEN. –ŏnis, 
ACC –ŏna. 

• Stems in ont– form NOM in –ōn: horizōn, Xenophōn; but occasionally 
Latinized into ōn– (NOM. –ō): Dracō, –ōnis; Antiphō, –ōnis. 

• Like Simoīs are declined stems in ant–, ent–, and a few in ūnt– (S.NOM.  in –ās, 
–īs, –ūs), e.g.  Atlās, –antis; Trapezūs, –ūntis. 

• Some words fluctuate in declensions, e.g. Orpheus between 2 and 3. 
• –ōn is found in P.GEN  in a few Greek books titles, e.g. Geōrgicōn, 

Metamorphōseōn. 

Family names (originally nicknames) are M., e.g. Cicerō, Nāsō. 
Some n. in -is and -ns which are masculine were originally adj. or ppl. agreeing with a masculine n., e.g. Aprīlis 
(sc. mēnsis), M., April; oriēns (sc. sōl),M., the east; annālis (sc. liber), M., the year-book. 
The most important rules (with their principal exceptions) for the others are: 

M. F. N. 
nn. in -or, -ōs, -er [a.v. N.], -ĕs¦-itis, -ex¦-ĭcis, -nis and -
guis, concrete nouns in -iō; gurges¦-itis; vertex¦-icis; 
ūniō, papiliō. 

nn.  in -ō[a.v. M. -iō], -
ās, -ēs, -is, -ūs, -x[a.v. 
M. -ex¦-icis] , -ʞs. 

nn. in -a, -e, -l, -n, -ar, -ur, -ŭs; 
also lac and caput;names of 
plants and trees in –er. 

except the words listed that are in different gender: 
F. N. N. M. M. F. 

arbor; cōs, 
dōs; linter. 

Nador, aequor, cor, vēr, marmor; ōs¦ōris, 
os¦ossis; cadāver, iter, tūber, ūber 

(*) vās¦vāsis, crūs, 
iūs, pūs, rūs, tūs. 

sāl, sōl, pecten, 
vultur, lepus. 

pecus¦-udis 

(*) leō¦-ōnis; ligō¦-ōnis; sermō¦-ōnis; also cardō, harpagō margō, ōrdō, turbō; and  as, pugiō; acīnacēs, ariēs, celēs, 
lebēs, pariēs, pēs; axis, caulis, collis, cucumis, ēnsis, fascis, follis, fūstis, lapis, mēnsis, orbis, piscis, postis, pulvis, 
vōmis; mūs; calix, fornix, grex, phoenīx; dēns, fōns, mōns, pōns.  


